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on leaving the Emperor's study had asked for me. But my hopes were cruelly overthrown. The marshal said to me-kindly that when he was asking for a step for me, he thought he ought also to recommend his old friend Captain Dagusan,. but that the Emperor had begged him to choose between Dagusan and me. 'I cannot make up my mind/ said the marshal, ' for the wound which you received at Agreda and your behaviour in that difficult business put the right on your side; but Dagusan is old, and is making his last campaign. Still I would not commit an injustice for the world, and I leave it to you to settle which of the two names I shall have entered on the commission which the Emperor is about to sign.' It was an embarrassing position for me; my heart was very full. However, I answered that he must put M. Dagusan's name on the commission. The marshal embraced me with tears in his eyes, promising that after the siege of Saragossa I should certainly get my step. That evening the marshal called his officers together to announce the promotions. Gueheneuc had his colonelcy confirmed, Saint-Mars was appointed lieutenant-colonel, Dagusan major, d'Albuquerque-and Watteville got the Legion of Honour, de Viry and Lab6doy&re were captains; I got nothing.
Next day we left Valladolid, riding by short stages to Saragossa. Lannes took the command of the whole besieging force to the number of 30,000 men, who were under the-orders of Marshal Mortier, Junot replacing Moncey.
Before the great insurrection which followed the captivity of Ferdinand VII., the town of Saragossa had been unfortified, but on learning what had happened at Bayonne, and the violence which Napoleon was doing to Spain in placing his brother Joseph on the throne, Saragossa gave the signal for resistance. Its population rose as one man; monks, women, and children took up arms. The town was surrounded by immense and solidly-built convents; these were fortified, and guns placed in them. All the houses were loopholed, and the streets barricaded: t)owrlfvr <?fl.rmrvn_v»Qiia *-~a -u^n „.«.-.-----ly, declined it.
